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Front cover illustration: Original watercolour “Diggers on way to Bendigo” by 

S.T. Gill (1818-1880). Source: State Library Victoria.

WELCOME TO ON A DISTANT SHORE

This arrangement is an extract from the 2-part anthology “On a Distant Shore”, a collection of Australian folk songs arranged 

for choir by Sandra Milliken. The anthology was commissioned in 2022 by the Queensland Kodály Choir, to create a legacy of 

Australian Choral Music.

7KH�IROORZLQJ�DUH�VRPH�JHQHUDO�SHUIRUPDQFH�QRWHV�WKDW�KDYH�UHOHYDQFH�WR�DOO�SLHFHV�LQ�WKH�FROOHFWLRQ��$GGLWLRQDO��PRUH�VSHFL¿F�
performance notes for this arrangement are included on the inside back cover.

Solos 

Conductors should feel free to allocate solo passages to one singer, to a small group of several voices or to the whole section – 

whatever best suits your choral resources. 

Instrumental Accompaniment
In many instances, guitar chords have been included with the arrangements. Additional instruments could also be incorporated, 

including bush bass, lagerphone (monkey stick) and drum.

6HYHUDO�RI�WKH�DUUDQJHPHQWV�LQFOXGH�LQVWUXPHQWDO�VRORV�IRU�&�LQVWUXPHQWV��ÀXWH��WLQ�ZKLVWOH��YLROLQ��KDUPRQLFD��LQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�
performance traditions. These instruments are all interchangeable.

 

Piano/Keyboard Accompaniment
Some of the accompanied arrangements contain an “a cappella” section. The optional piano accompaniment may be used in 

these sections, at the discretion of the conductor.

 

Key
Many folk tunes have a wide vocal range, so some titles are provided in two keys. This may assist in accommodating changing 

voices and catering for the vocal resources within school and community choirs.

 

Text and Interpretation
&HUWDLQ�RI�WKH�O\ULFV�LQ�D�IHZ�RI�WKH�WLWOHV�KDYH�EHHQ�PRGL¿HG�WR�DYRLG�WHUPV�ZKLFK��WRGD\��VRPH�VLQJHUV�OLVWHQHUV�PD\�¿QG�
inappropriate or be uncomfortable with. Additional lyrics (some from other versions, some newly written) have been added to 

“round out” the story line in a few of the titles. 

In performance, always pay particular attention to the enunciation and expressive use of consonants in order to best convey the 

story to your audience.  
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ANDY'S GONE WITH CATTLE
for SSA choir and piano

Traditional
Arranged by Sandra MillikenOriginal words by Henry Lawson

Commissioned by, and arranged for, the Queensland Kodály Choir Inc. 2022
Creating a legacy of Australian choral music.
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ANDY’S GONE WITH CATTLE

PERFORMANCE NOTES

The original words (they were re-worked several times) for 
this song were written by the well-known Australian writer/
poet Henry Lawson and published in The Australian Town and 
Country Journal�RQ����2FWREHU�������6L[�ZHHNV�ODWHU��D�VHTXHO��
Andy’s Return, was published in the same journal.

Lawson was born in 1867 in a tent on the New South Wales 
JROG¿HOGV��WKH�VRQ�RQ�D�1RUZHJLDQ�IDWKHU�DQG�DQ�(QJOLVK�PRWKHU��
+H�H[SHULHQFHG�D�UDWKHU�PLVHUDEOH�FKLOGKRRG�RQ�D�SRRU�EXVK�
IDUP�LQ�ZKDW�LV�QRZ�ZHVWHUQ�6\GQH\�DQG�WKLV�JUHDWO\�LQÀXHQFHG�
the subject matter of many of his later writings.

The action described in this poem takes place during a period 
of severe drought, when Andy is forced to take a job droving 
FDWWOH�LQ�RUGHU�WR�¿QDQFLDOO\�VXVWDLQ�KLV�IDPLO\��7KH�SRHP�
UHÀHFWV�RQ�WKH�OLYHV�RI�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�OHIW�EHKLQG�RQ�WKHLU�VPDOO�
VHOHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�$XVWUDOLDQ�2XWEDFN��'URYLQJ�ZDV�D�GLI¿FXOW�DQG�
sometimes dangerous occupation, affecting both the drovers and 
the families they left behind, often for long periods of time.

SSAA

This is an a cappella version, which may be sung down a tone, 
in F Major, if desired.

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\���

SSA and 2-PART

These arrangements, with piano accompaniment, contain an a 
cappella section from Bar 54 to the end. However, an optional 
piano accompaniment can be used, if desired, at the discretion of 
the conductor. Both pieces may also be accompanied by guitar. 

In performance, pay particular attention to the enunciation and 
H[SUHVVLYH�XVH�RI�FRQVRQDQWV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�EHVW�FRQYH\�WKH�VWRU\�

GLOSSARY

Darling The Darling is the third-longest river in Australia, 
measuring 1,472 kilometres from its source in northern New 
South Wales to where it joins the Murray River at Wentworth, 
New South Wales.
drover A stockman/horseman who moves (droves) large herds 
of cattle or sheep overland, from one location to another. 
selection In some Australian colonies, under legislation dating 
from the 1860s, a plot of Crown land ‘selected’ by a person of 
limited means for the purpose of farming.
squatter In colonial Australia, someone who occupied a large 
tract of Crown land in order to graze livestock.
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PART 1

TITLES IN THE ANTHOLOGY

PART 1

Andy’s Gone with Cattle

The Banks of the Condamine

The Black Velvet Band

Cabbage Tree Hat

The “Catalpa”

Cross of the South - a Ballad of Eureka Stockade

The Dying Stockman

The Eumerella Shore

Jamie Raeburn’s Farewell

Jim Jones at Botany Bay

Lazy Harry’s

The Little Rosewood Casket

PART 2

Moreton Bay

My Name is Ben Hall

My Son Ted

The Queensland Drover

The Reedy Lagoon

Shores of Botany Bay

The Springtime it Brings on the Shearing

With My Swag All on My Shoulder

For full details re the Anthology, each individual title, 
downloads and rehearsal tracks, visit:
• https://kodaly.org.au/resources/;
• https://cuskellycollegeofmusic.com; or
• https://www.sandramilliken.com.au/catalogue-

anthologies/
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